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Submitting to Magazines – Basic Guide 

 
 

Every magazine has its own set of submission rules. Whilst some are more relaxed other are 
very strict. 
 
I have declined sending images to some magazines in the past, as in the guidelines it states 
once submitted is that they are the property of the magazine and can amend them if they 
see fit. I do not want people changing the work our team has worked hard for. Something to 
keep in mind when submitting. Be sure to read all the small print.  
 
 
The photographers are usually the ones who submit, but I tend to take control to and look for 
magazines I want to be published in, if I find one that suits I mail the photographer and run it 
past them. Then I submit.  Doing this I have had 3-4 international publications, so taking 
control definitely works in certain circumstances.  
 
 
Some photo shoots are commissioned. Therefore you will be paid a fee and the shoot will 
be done specifically in time for a slot in a certain magazine. Under no circumstances in this 
situation are the images to be released online before print.  
 
 
 

ALWAYS GET THE PHOTOGRAPHERS CONSENT FOR PUBLICATION  
 
 

 
Most magazines do not like you to share your work on social media or your website until the 
work has gone to print. This can be a little frustrating as after the editing stage we are all 
desperate to share the work on our sites. If magazines see the work has already gone 
online they will be reluctant to publish it. This is not the case for all magazines as my feature 
in FACEON was all old work I already had in my portfolio. This got a double page spread. 
Not all work has to be exclusive to one magazine either. I have had the same shoot printed 
in two magazines. Again this is something to bear in mind as some magazines state once 
published in there magazine it can not be printed in any other.  
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How I  find magazines to submit to:  
 

 
Nearly all the work I have had published I have organised, exception of 2-3 prints. I do this 
by going online and googling magazines that take submissions, I see if the magazine fits the 
style of work I have. Some magazines have certain themes they run and your work has to fit 
in with that. Other times you have open submissions, which means you can send anything in. 
I find the right contact on the website and mail them asking if they are taking submissions 
and go from there. Facebook is also an amazing tool for finding magazines along with 
twitter.  
 
Other magazines have found me on Instagram and Facebook and contacted me direct, like 
FACEON, Ellements and Makeup International Magazine.  See below image for my feature 
in Kryolan Makeup International Magazine: 
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Other ways to gain printed work is to target magazines such as local bridal magazines, and 
ask if they need a professional’s opinion on certain makeup products. I have had a few 
publications in which the magazine are running a page on best makeup for brides, or best 
skin care advice. They need professionals to input on these areas. This can be great to get 
your name in the magazine and maybe even a picture of your work. See below example of 
how this can be done, this was one of my contributions for a local bridal magazine. Left 
image was an example of what is in my bridal makeup bag, i.e. top 5 products for a bride, 
and the right image was my quick tips on how to get perfect bridal makeup.  
 

                     
 
Working with bridal designers can also be very beneficial, as a lot of bridal campaigns are 
put to print. See below my bridal work in The Best Scottish Wedding Magazine (right image) 
Left image is from the same campaign but was used in a fashion section the magazine ran. 
The right image was printed on the back page of the magazine.  
 

                               



4 

Copyright Sarah Baldwin Professional Make Up Artist 

 
Another clever way of getting your work noticed by magazines, is to blog for them on a 
regular basis always tagging them on social media sites and in time they will get to know 
you. This is a great way to build up relationships with brands. It takes a long time but it is 
really worth it. I had two features in two Makeup International Magazines from doing this. It 
really can pay off.  
 
Remember every magazine has its own set of rules. Be sure to read all the rules for 
submission and contact the team to let them know you are wanting to submit. Most of all 
make sure you get the photographers consent.  
 
I hope this information helps,  
 
Thank you for downloading my free guide on Basic Rules for Submissions.  
 
I am here to help if you have any questions 
 
Sarah Baldwin 
Professional Makeup Artist  
 
 


